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As we bring 2020 to a close and reflect back, none of us would have envisioned the tur-

E-mail:

moil that would ensue when we started this year. An unprecedented pandemic that has

info@vanmeteria.gov

had an impact on almost every person across the globe in one way or another. For Van

www.cityofvanmeteria.gov

Meter, it included briefly closing City Hall to the public, closing the Library and additional burden to Public Safety to provide services to those in need, but yet still remain safe.
I am very proud of how our community responded by coming together and helping
those in need and caring for each other. Thank you!
Even amidst turmoil, it was an extremely busy and productive year for the City. We updated our comprehensive plan with the approval of the Vision Van Meter 2040 Comprehensive Plan. This will guide the Council through decision making processes for the
foreseeable future and provide the roadmap to how we want to grow as a community.
We updated and adopted the 2020 Van Meter Code of Ordinances which provided the
first major overhaul of the City Code since 2007 in efforts to make the Code accessible
and accurately reflective of City practice.
We had a number of housing projects this year including the first of two sets of townhomes northwest of the School. We completed a housing project at 205 Grand St. that
provided redevelopment of an underutilized lot while also providing an affordable
housing option. We approved the development project known as Grand Estates on the
southwest corner of R-16 and F-90 that will provide a variety of housing while adding
highway commercial opportunities and will be the future home of the public safety facility. These housing projects have helped to address needs identified through the Comprehensive Planning process by providing affordable housing options in our community.
Lastly, we updated the park equipment at Johnson Park through the hard work of our
Parks and Rec Committee as well as through successful grant funding. I encourage you
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to check out the new equipment, if you haven’t already done so.
I want to give a huge thanks to all of our volunteers that give of their time and treasure
to serve on our various Boards, Committees and Commissions. Without you, it would
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be hard to get things done around the community, so thank you for all you do. We
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appreciate your commitment and dedication; and for helping us make our community one of the best places to
live. Thank you!
Lastly I would like to thank all of the City Staff for everything you have done this year to keep the City running, especially considering all of the challenges that have been thrown before you this year. We could not have done it
without all of your efforts. Thank you!
It has been my pleasure to serve the Citizens of Van Meter in this challenging year and I am looking forward to a

better and brighter 2021.
Allan Adams, Mayor

SNOW ORDINANCES
SNOW REMOVAL. No person shall park or allow a vehicle to remain parked on a public street in the City from
the time it begins to snow until such time as the streets have been cleared of accumulated snow from curb to
curb (or from all of the traveled portion of the roadway for those streets which do not have curbs) or 48 hours,
whichever time is shorter. Vehicles shall be removed immediately once it begins to snow. The Director of Public
Works and Utilities is also empowered to end the prohibition on parking prior to the expiration of the 48-hour

period if the Director determines that the streets have been cleared. The Director of Public Works and Utilities
shall notify the Police Chief when the parking prohibition has ended.
DUMPING OF SNOW. It is unlawful for any person to throw, push, place, or cause to be thrown, pushed or
placed, any ice or snow from private property, sidewalks, or driveways onto the traveled way of a street or alley
so as to obstruct gutters, or impeded the passage of vehicles upon the street or alley or to create a hazardous
condition therein; except where, in the cleaning of large commercial drives in the business district it is absolutely
necessary to move the snow onto the street or alley temporarily, such accumulation shall be removed promptly
by the property owner or agent. Arrangements for the prompt removal of such accumulations shall be made
prior to moving the snow.
REMOVAL OF SNOW, ICE AND ACCUMULATIONS. It is the responsibility of the abutting property owners to
remove snow, ice and accumulations promptly from sidewalks. If a property owner does not remove snow, ice or
accumulations within 48-hours after such accumulations, the City may do so and assess the costs against the
property owner for collection in the same manner as a property tax.
Please visit our website for the complete Code of Ordinances for the city of Van Meter.
They can be found at: www.vanmeteria.gov; under the section titled Ordinances.
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VAN METER PUBLIC LIBRARY
Stop by the library the week of January 4th to pick up a family
movie night kit! With hot cocoa and snacks, this kit contains everything but the movie. Check out a DVD or two to go with it and have
a cozy night in on us! As always, kits are first come, first served—just
call us when you arrive. Please limit to one per family/household.

LIBRARY HOURS
FOR CONTACTLESS PICKUP ARE:

Monday 10-5
Wednesday 10-5

Request items through the catalog (vanmeter.biblionix.com), by
email (library@vanmeteria.gov), or over the phone (515-996-2435)
and we will have them ready to pick up within 20 minutes. When
you get to the library, just call 515-996-2435 to let us know you’re
ready to pick up your items.

Thursday 12-8
Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-3

We are also offering appointment-only browsing and checkout on Tuesdays. For more details or to make an
appointment, visit https://forms.gle/139PKp3YtaKynCoF7. Computers and copying remain unavailable, as are
high touch items such as toys. If you wish to print or fax something, email us at library@vanmeteria.gov to make
arrangements.

VMPD

LOOK OUT FOR LEAKS

The City of Van Meter is

In recent months, the office has been “flooded” with water

Recruiting Reserve Police

that malfunctions. However, a toilet that continues to run

Officers

leak issues. Most of the leaks stem from a water softener
water after flushing is another way to watch your money
go down the drain!
The average American family of 4 uses 255 gallons of
water a day inside the home. Only a small amount (less
than 13 gallons) is used for cooking and drinking.
Shower: 5-10 gallons a minute

Bathroom Sink: 5-10 gallons minute
Toilet: 3-7 gallons per flush

Join our Team
To apply-

www.vanmeteria.gov
Van Meter News

Dishwasher: 5-25 gallons a load
Kitchen Sink: 4-5 gallons a minute
Washing Machine: 35 gallons a load.
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VAN METER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What great fun was the kickoff of the First Annual Light the Town Challenge?!
We hope in whatever capacity you joined in, that it brought some light into your world.
The contestants have been asked to keep their lights up until January 4, 2021 so that everyone can continue to enjoy them through the season.
Thanks again everyone for your efforts to bring happiness to the community and we hope you will consider participating next year.
The 2020 Light the Town Grand Prize winner was Jason and Kim Barney.
1st Runner Up—Fischer Family

2nd Runner Up—Hess Family
3rd Runner Up—Coyle Family

FINAL FAREWELL
After 33 years serving as the Postmaster of Van Meter, I have decided to place the final postmark on my career
January 1, 2021.
It has been a privilege to serve you and bittersweet as I say farewell to the hundreds of friends and families I have come to know
over the years.

I will miss you all. Thank you for making my Postal career the best
I could have hoped for.
It has been amazing, and I have been blessed.
Wishing that 2021 will start a new chapter for us all!
Lisa Eittreim, Postmaster Van Meter Iowa 50261
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Waste Connections does NOT

CITY OF VAN METER

pick up on the following holi-

310 Grant Street

days: Memorial Day, Independ-

PO Box 160

ence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiv-

Van Meter, IA 50261

ing, Christmas, and New Year’s

515-265-7374
Recycling Schedule—

Phone: 515-996-2264
Email: info@vanmeteria.gov

January 4 & 18

Day. If any of these holidays fall
on a Monday, the pickup service
will be one day late.

21-22 Four Y/O
PreSchool
•

Email Kris.Koster@vmbulldogs.com or call 996-2221 ext.
3 to apply.

TRANSITIONAL

•

For students who turn 4 by September 15, 2021

KINDERGARTEN

•

First come first serve for the AM / PM sessions

•

Maximum of 20 students in each section (per morning
and afternoon session)

•

Mon—Thur (AM 8:15 - 11:15/ PM 12:30 - 3:30)

•

No School on Fridays

or 515-996-2221 for the link to sign

•

Tuition-Free Program

your child up. You can also find the link

•

Will follow the same calendar as our TK-12 students,
besides Fridays

•

Openings will be filled by resident students, before nonresident students

•

Buses available for arrival to the AM session and dismissal of the PM session. (No bus service mid day)

•

No before school or after school daycare available

•

Breakfast and hallway supervision begins at 7:45 AM

•

Non-resident students that are enrolled in preschool are
not guaranteed a spot in transitional kindergarten or
kindergarten at Van Meter the following school year
(school’s open enrollment policy will be followed)

KINDERGARTEN &

Planning for the 2021-2022 Kindergarten / Transitional Kindergarten school

year has started. Please contact Kris
Koster at kris.koster@vmbulldogs.com

on the Van Meter School Facebook
page or https://www.vmbulldogs.com/
(bottom of the page)
Registration forms and information
about the parents meeting will be sent
by early spring to everyone signed up.

Thanks!

Visit our website at www.vanmeteria.gov

To sign up for AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWAL, please complete the form below and mail or bring to City Hall along
with a VOIDED CHECK from your financial institution.

I (we) hereby authorize the CITY OF VAN METER to initiate debit entries to my (our) checking account

indicated below and the depository named below, hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to debit the same to such
account.

ransit ABA Number is the first 9 numbers from left on the bottom of your check)

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the City of Van Meter and Depository have received
written notification from me (either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford the
City of Van Meter and Depository a reasonable opportunity to act on it.

I (we) hereby authorize the CITY OF VAN METER to provide billing statements electronically via email.
PREFERRED EMAIL:
NAME(s) (print)

****You will receive your water bill on or near the first of the month. If you choose autopay, the amount
due will be deducted from the above assigned account on the 15 th of each month.****
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