*NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING*
Governmental Body : Van Meter Public Library
Date : November 151, 2017
Time/Place : 6:00 PM — Van Meter Public Library, 505 Grant St.

Our Mission: The mission of the Van Meter Public Library is to provide access to materials and services
for recreational reading and information needs of the public library customers.

Call to Order
Roll Call
Emergency Additions and Approval of the Agenda

ol S

Consent Agenda
a. Minutes
b. Claims
c. Stats
d. Finances
5. Discussion Items
a. Decide on RFP submissions, with Public Safety
b. Confidentiality of Library Records Policy
c. Begin budget discussion for Fiscal Year 2017-2018
6. Action ltems
a. Vote on architectural firms to interview
7. Director’s report
8. President’s report
9. Adjourn



Agenda Item #1 - Call to Order

Sample Motions: The time is six o’clock PM on Wednesday, November 15", 2017. | hereby call
this meeting of the Van Meter Public Library Board to order.

Agenda Item #2 — Roll Call

Sample Language: Roll call please.
Backstrom___; Freeman ___; Durflinger ___; Maguire __; Devick __;

Agenda Item #3 - Emergency additions and Approval of the Agenda

Submitted for: Action
Recommendation: Approval
Sample Language: At this time are there any additions to the agenda?

Additions:
Sample Motion: Do | hear a motion to approve the agenda?
Board Member : So moved. Board Member : Second.

Agenda Item #4 — Consent Agenda

Submitted for: Action

Recommendation: Approval

Sample Language: Please review the Consent Agenda.

Additions: '

Sample Motion: Does the Library Board wish to discuss any item on the consent agenda
separately? If not, | would entertain a motion to approve a Resolution Adopting the Consent

Agenda as it has been presented to us?
Board Member : So moved. Board Member : Second.

Agenda Item #5 - Discussion Items

a. Decide on RFP submissions, with Public Safety
b. Confidentiality of Library Records Policy
c. Begin budget discussion for Fiscal Year 2017-2018

Agenda Item #6 - Action Items
a. Vote on architectural firms to interview
Agenda Item #7 — Director’s report
Agenda Item #8 — President’s report
Agenda ltem #9 — Adjourn

Submitted for: Action
Recommendation: Approval
Sample Motion: With no further business do | hear a motion to adjourn?



Board Member :50 moved.  Board Member : Second.
Sample Language: The meeting is adjourned. Thank you.



Van Meter Public Library
Library Board Minutes — 10/23/17

The Van Meter Public Library Board met on Monday, October 23™, 2017 at the Van Meter Public
Library.

President Backstrom called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. Members present at roll call: Rachel
Backstrom, Molly Maguire, and Amanda Durflinger; Rachel Devick and Erin Freeman were absent.
Also in attendance were George Lawson, Barb Phillips, Megan Alexander, and Suzanne Lindaman.

Having no emergency additions, President Backstrom asked for a motion to approve the Agenda.
Moved by Durflinger, supported by Maguire. Passed unanimously.

After reviewing the Consent Agenda, President Backstrom asked for a motion to approve the Consent
Agenda. Moved by Durflinger, supported by Maguire. Passed unanimously.

George Lawson reviewed the Building Program he created, and it was discussed. Board education will
be e-mailed to the Board of Trustees by the Director. The Library contribution to Van Meter’s
sesquicentennial was discussed, and a cookbook will be compiled from community members.

Durflinger made a motion to accept the change in the By-Laws for the Library Board of Trustees
regular meeting time changed to the third Wednesday of the month. The motion was seconded by
Maguire and approved by all. Durflinger made a motion to accept the Collection Development Policy
reviewed in the September meeting, seconded by Maguire and approved by all.

The Library Director’s report was given.

Having no further business, President Backstrom asked for a motion to adjourn. Moved by Durflinger,
supported by Maguire. Passed unanimously. Adjourned at 7:03 p.m.



7-Nov-2017

Van Meter Public Library
CirculationSummary

Transactions 10/1/2017 through 10/31/2017, VMPL

Totals for This Period
Checked out 402
Checked in 403
Renewed 77
Used in-library 23
Fines and charges (§7.99)
Payments collected $0.00
Ledger adjustments $0.00
As of 11/7/2017, 2:08 pm
Materials checked out 377
Materials overdue 131
41

Patrons overdue

Surpass

Page 1



Van Meter Public Library
Multi-Day Circulation Statistics

Transactions 10/1/2017 through 10/31/2017, VMPL

Fin
Date Out In Renew In-Lib Use Cha:;at Payments Adjustments
sunday 01-0ct-2017
Monday 02-0ct-2017 17 29 4
Tuesday 03-0ct-2017 7 17 1
Wednesday 04-0ct-2017 28 18 5 1
Thursday 05-0ct-2017
Friday 06-0ct-2017
Saturday 07-0ct-2017 7 17 1
Sunday 08-0ct-2017
Monday 09-0ct-2017 24 9 3 Lo
Tuesday 10-0ct-2017 18 5 4
Wednesday 11-0ct-2017 T 4. 4
Thursday 12-0ct-2017 455 B 29 A
Friday 13-0ct-2017 16 15 1 1
Saturday 14-0ct-2017 2 3
Sunday 15-0ct-2017
Monday 16-0ct-2017 35 28 10 9
Tuesday 17-0ct-2017 3 10 e
Wednesday 18-0ct-2017 14 5
Thursday 19-0ct-2017 1 17
Friday 20-0ct-2017 21 12 3 1
Saturday 21-0ct-2017 5 3 1:
Sunday 22-0ct-2017
Monday 23-0ct-2017 8 32 7
Tuesday 24-0ct-2017 19 17 3 3
Wednesday 25-0ct-2017 13 30 7
Thursday 26-0ct-2017 43 25 5 =T .98
Friday 27-0ct-2017 23 16 8
Saturday 28-0ct-2017 7 2
Sunday 29-0ct-2017
Monday 30-0ct-2017 23 30 6 2
Tuesday 31-0ct-2017 30 23 3
Totals 402 403 77 23 0.00 0.00 0.00
11/7/2017 Surpass Page 1



Mon Nov 13, 2017 9:27 AM

BUDGET REPORT

CALENDAR 10/2017, FISCAL 4/2018

1

PCT OF FISCAL YTD 33.3%

TOTAL NTD YD PERCENT

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT TITLE BUDGET BALANCE BALANCE  EXPENDED  UNEXPENDED
182-410-6010 WAGES - FULL TIME 38,000.00 2,661.75 10,585.75  27.86 27,414,25
182-410-6020 WAGES - PART TIME 10,500.00 773.41 3,141.29  29.92 7,358.71
182-410-6030 WAGES - SEASONAL/TEMP .00 .00 .00 .00 .00
182-410-6210 DUES 200.00 284.48 624,59  312.30 424,59~
182-410-6215 PROGRAMMING 1,500.00 11152 21,95 14,13 1,288.05
182-410-6220 SUBSCRIPTION §00.00 .00 378,96  47.37 421.04
182-410-6230 TRAINING 150.00 .00 .00 .00 150.00
182-410-6311 OPERATION & MAINTENANCE 400.00 .00 50.00 12.50 350.00
182-410-6371 UTILITIES 1,500.00 101.70 475,11 31.67 1,024.89
182-410-6373 TELEPHONE /COMMUNICATIONS 600.00 124,13 482.56  80.43 117.44
182-410-6408 INSURANCE .00 .00 .00 .00 .00
182-410-6413 PAYMENTS - OTHER AGENCIES .00 .00 .00 00 .00
182-410-6419 TECHNOLOGY 00 .00 .00 .00 .00
182-410-6424 COMMUNITY INTERSET 1,000.00 .00 .00 00 1,000.00
182-410-6499 OTHER CONTRACTUAL SERV 2,000.00 .00 .00 00 2,000.00
182-410-6502 LIBRARY MATERIALS 5,000.00 972.19 3,034.45  60.69 1,965.55
182-410-6506 OFFICE SUPPLIES 2,500.00 96.36 2,441.49  97.66 58.51
182-410-6511 MEMORIAL MATERIALS .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

DIFFERENCE 64,150.00 §,125.54 21,426.15  33.40 42,723.85

PROOF 64,150.00 5,125.54 21,426.15  33.40 42,723.85
GLBUDGRP 05/24/17 OPER: JA CITY OF VAN METER Statement Writer: 00



Mon Nov 13, 2017 10:10 AM

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT NAME

G/L EXPENSE HISTORY REPORT
FROM 10/2017 TO 10/2017

(FISCAL 4/2018 TO 4/2018)

Page 1

DATE JRNL  NAME/OTHER REFERENCE PO NUMBER INVOICE CHECK NO REF/DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

182-410-6010 WAGES - FULL TIME

10/06/17 PRO86O PR DT: 10/01/17 1,354.50

10/20/17 PRO870 PR DT: 10/15/17 1,307.25
ACCOUNT TOTAL 2,661.75

182-410-6020 WAGES - PART TIME

10/06/17 PRO866 PR DT: 10/01/17 364.68

10/20/17 PRO870 PR DT: 10/15/17 408.73
ACCOUNT TOTAL 173.41

182-410-6210 DUES

10/16/17 AP1190 DEMCO 6189423 27216 LIB SUPPLIES 165.67

10/16/17 AP1190 DEMCO 6195853 27216 LIB SUPPLIES 118.81
ACCOUNT TOTAL 284.48

182-410-6215 PROGRAMMING

10/16/17 AP1190 SYNCB/AMAZON 102017 27258 LIB SUPPLIES 111.52
ACCOUNT TOTAL 111.52

182-410-6371 UTILITIES

10/16/17 AP1190 MIDAMERICAN ENERGY 102017 27243 GAS/ELEC 101.70
ACCOUNT TOTAL 101.70

182-410-6373 TELEPHONE/COMMUNICATIONS

10/16/17 AP1190 CENTURY LINK 102017 27207 LIB PHONE LINE/FD FAX LINE 49.30

10/16/17 AP1190 WELLS FARGO CC 102017 27267 CREDIT CARD EXPENSES 74.83
ACCOUNT TOTAL 124,13

182-410-6502 LIBRARY MATERIALS

10/16/17 AP1190 SYNCB/AMAZON 102017 27258 LIB MATERIALS 865.69

10/16/17 AP1190 MONTICELLO PUBLIC LIBRARY 102017 27244 BOOKS/DVD 58.00

10/16/17 AP1190 JESUP PUBLIC LIBRARY 102017 27231 BOOKS 10.00

10/16/17 AP1190 THOMPSON PUBLIC LIBRARY 102017 27260 BOOK 8.50

10/16/17 AP1190 IDA GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 102017 27223 BOOKS & DVDS 10.00

10/16/17 AP1190 IDA GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 1020172 27223 BOOKS & DVDS 20.00
ACCOUNT TOTAL 972.19

182-410-6506 OFFICE SUPPLIES

10/16/17 AP1190 OFFICE DEPOT 9642392580 27249 LIB SUPPLIES 13.38

10/16/17 AP1190 OFFICE DEPOT 9642395540 27249 LIB SUPPLIES 39.98

10/16/17 AP1190 CULLIGAN VMLIB1017 27213 WATER/RENTAL 43.00
ACCOUNT TOTAL 96.36

OPER: JA

GLEXPHRP 05.24.17

*** CITY OF VAN METER [A ***



Mon Nov 13, 2017 10:10 AM

G/L EXPENSE HISTORY REPORT

FROM 10/2017 TO 10/2017

Page 2

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT NAME (FISCAL 4/2018 TO 4/2018)
DATE JRNL  NAME/OTHER REFERENCE PO NUMBER INVOICE CHECK NO REF/DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
REPORT TOTAL oo
5,125.54
GLEXPHRP 05.24.17 OPER: JA

*** GITY OF VAN METER 1A ***



Mon Nov 13, 2017 9:31 AM

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT NAME

G/L REVENUE HISTORY REPORT

FROM 10/2017 TO 10/2017

(FISCAL 4/2018 TO 4/2018)

Page 1

DATE  JOURNAL RECEIVED FROM/ALPHA ID RECEIPT NO REF/DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
182-410-4440 STATE GRANTS
10/23/17 RM4205 STATE OF IOWA 23298 Library State §9.25
ACCOUNT TOTAL 89.25
182-410-4705 DONATIONS - LIBRARY TRUST
10/04/17 RM4162 HALF PRICE BOOKS 23058 LIBRARY DONATIO 18.00
PROFIT FROM SELLING BOOKS
10/13/17 Rw4188 VM VISITOR FESTIVAL 23165 LIBRARY DONATIO 128.00
COMMITTEE DONATION
10/24/17 RMA211 HALF PRICE BOOKS 23301 LIBRARY DONATIO 18.00
SALE OF BOOKS
ACCOUNT TOTAL 164.00
REPORT TOTAL bt e bt e s s
253.25

GLREVHRP 05.24.17

*** CITY OF VAN METER 1A ***

OPER: JA



Men Nov 13, 2017 9:27 AM TREASURER'S REPORT Page
CALENDAR 10/2017, FISCAL 4/2018

LAST MONTH CHANGE IN ENDING

ACCOUNT TITLE END BALANCE RECEIVED ~ DISBURSED  LIABILITY BALANCE
182 LIBRARY TRUST FUND 42,794.22 253.25 5,125.54 .00 37,921.93
Report Total 42,79.22 253.25 5,125.54 .00 3782193

GLTREARP 05/24/17 OPER: JA CITY OF VAN METER Statement Writer: 00 Summary By: FUND



Mon Nov 13, 2017 9:28 AM REVENUE REPORT Page 1
CALENDAR 10/2017, FISCAL 4/2018
PCT OF FISCAL YTD 33.3%

BUDGET MTD YD PERCENT

ACCOUNT NUMBER ACCOUNT TITLE ESTIMATE BALANCE BALANCE RECVD UNCOLLECTED
182-410-4440 STATE GRANTS 600.00 89.25 934.65  155.78 334.65-
182-410-4470 LIBRARY SERVICE 3,500.00 .00 .00 .00 3,500.00
182-410-4705 DONATIONS - LIBRARY TRUST 500.00 164.00 2,694.61 538,92 2,194.61-
182-910-4830 TRANSFERS IN 49,050.00 .00 .00 .00 49,050.00
182-950-4300 INTEREST .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

DIFFERENCE 53,650.00 253.25 3,629.26 6.76 50,020.74

PROOF 53,650.00 253.25 3,629.26  6.76 50,020.74

GLREVNRP 05/24/17 QOPER: JA CITY OF VAN METER Statement Writer: Q0



Mon Nov 13, 2017 10:10 AM TREASURER'S REPORT Page
CALENDAR 10/2017, FISCAL 4/2018

LAST MONTH CHANGE IN ENDING

ACCOUNT TITLE END BALANCE RECEIVED ~ DISBURSED  LIABILITY BALANCE
(051  LIBRARY BUILDING FUND 10,634.34 .00 00 .00 10,634.34
Report Total 10,634.34 .00 .00 .00 10,634.34

GLTREARP 05/24117 OPER: JA CITY OF VAN METER Statement Writer: 00 Summary By: FUND



Van Meter Public Library Director’s Report
November 2017

October Statistics

e Visitors—582

e Programs—13

e Programming attendance — 133

e Qutreach programs —141

e (Computer usage — 103

e Wireless usage — 39

e Reference questions —91

e Fax/Scan—4

e Copy/Print—19

e Library checkouts — 479

e Materials borrowed from other libraries — 6
e Materials loaned to other libraries — 4
e F-books & e-audiobooks usage — 84

Activities

e Building project
o Six Request for Proposals received
e Qutreach
o Paid a visit to the school to sign up the 7" and 8" graders for library cards, specifically
for e-books and audiobooks through Bridges, and will add instruction on database
research
o Daycares
= Visit University Kids every week
= Kids Care every other week
e Survey
o 77 people participated
o Plan to make it an annual survey
e Past programming
o Author Rebecca Fjelland Davis visited the school and library on November 9. We had 6
people attend!
o Dallas County Conservationist program on November 15"



o Our first Tuesday evening Nighty-Night Story Time had 25 people and on Beggar’s Night

we had 12, and last Tuesday 10 people.
Our Special Saturday Story Time had 7
people last weekend. If we look at
outreach and programming attendance
for October, we exceeded 270.

e Upcoming programming

(6]
(0]
o

Special Saturday Story Time for December is a showing of The Polar Express

Dallas County Conservationist program on December 13t

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban Interactive Movie for Tweens and Teens on
December 27th
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Local Size C Library Comparisons

Population

e Dallas Center—1,623
e De Soto—1,050

e Granger—1,244

e Slater—1,489

e \an Meter—1,016

City Income/City Income Per Capita

e Dallas Center —$104,103/564.14
e De Soto—557,380/554.65

e Granger —$97,400/578.30

e Slater—597,421/$65.43

e Van Meter — $55,000/554.18

Collection

e Dallas Center—22,274
e De Soto-—13,360

e Granger— 10,883

e Slater—16,267

e \Van Meter — 14,424

Registered Patrons

e Dallas Center—2,642
De Soto — 764
Granger — 1,301
Slater—991

Van Meter — 1,105

Wages — Director

e Dallas Center — $17.04
De Soto — $16.12
Granger —$13.50
Slater —$17.30

Van Meter — $15.75

®

®
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Van Meter Public Library Survey Results

Gender

®m Female
= Male

® Prefer not to answer

m13-18
W 25-64
M 65 or older

®m Prefer not to answer

Library Card

mYes

= No




Library Visits

WEEKLY MONTHLY LESS THAN ONCEA NEVER
MONTH

How would you rate each of the following library services?

Customer Service

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Collection

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE
Programming

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Online Services

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE
Interlibrary Loan

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Policies

 EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
: KNOW/NOT _
APPLICABLE
Computers/Printers

 EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DONT
Sl KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Internet Access

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE
Facilities

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Hours of Operation

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE
Overall Rating

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR DON'T
KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



How important is each of the following library services?

Borrowing Materials

VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE

Reference Assistance

VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Programs

VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE

Computers/Printers

VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Assistance with Computers/Printers

- VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
: IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE

Study Rooms/Reading Areas

VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Community Meeting Rooms

VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE

Internet Access

VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE



Interlibrary Loan

. VERVIMPORTANT IMPORTANT  SOMEWHAT ~NOTIMPORTANT ~  DONT
e IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE

Online Services

© VERYIMPORTANT IMPORTANT  SOMEWHAT ~ NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
' IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
APPLICABLE




Photocopier/Scanner/Fax

- VERY IMPORTANT IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
i IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT
: APPLICABLE

Overall Importance of Library

" VERY IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT  NOT IMPORTANT DON'T
S ; IMPORTANT KNOW/NOT =~
! APPLICABLE



How do you typically find out about the library?

Other — “A mother’s group on Facebook”



What do you value most about the library?

Open-Ended Response

The librarian

It provides a space for learning and development for children and the community.
Provides services and technology members of the community can’t always afford to
have in their home.

My kids love story time, playing with Legos and choosing a variety of books and videos.
The access to the outside park is a huge draw for our family.

| love that | can bring my kids and they can get lost in their imaginations reading a book.
Or meeting new friends.

That we have one here

Being able to check out a variety of books. | like to have books that I can touch and
read.

Local access

It's importance in the community- bringing a wide variety of materials to people they
might not otherwise have access to.

When my daughter was small we went every Saturday morning. I still cherish those
memories. They knew her and held books for her. Having the playground close makes it
unique.

Local

All the chapter book and amazing movie variety.

How kid friendly it is

Suzanne. She is truly a wonderful person

Suzanne

A large variety of books available to check out.

Available or movies & books, summer reading program

The programs for kids and a good selection of materials.

Having books | enjoy reading available.



Book selection for my kids

Our family loves the movie selections, and up to date books.

We at least have one

Books

Bridges

Electronic books and audio books

A variety of programs for all ages to keep me connected to the community.

The playground and group activities

Good collection, clean, knowledgeable helpful staff

Excellent reading material whether older titles or new.

Educational experience for my kids.

Sense of community, ability to check out materials

It is like a second home away from home. Our large family of 6 goes in and finds books
and movies, the kids play with the toys and puzzles and get on the computer. It’s great.
| love the storytimes and meeting other local families. | love seeing new books and
classics that | can check out with my children.

They do an amazing job of working with the limited amount of space, and they are so
helpful and friendly. For being a small town library we always have the latest books and
movies which is a huge plus.

Many engaging texts that ignite a passion to read.



How could the library or its services

be improved, if at all?

Open-Ended Response

Size of facility

| feel the library and community would highly benefit from a larger building, with areas
groups could meet, classes could be held, or an individual could go for a quiet place to
read or do research.

Continue to offer great programming. Our physical space needs to grow as our
community grows. Would love to have a "community room" and "study/meeting
rooms" in a new facility.

We need more space, more kid activities

You need more room

Continue to add to the library collection.

Larger modern space with more technology

A new building with adequate space to bring in updated technologies and updated
books/materials

Separate the adult (computer) area and children's area. The space feels crowded. The
library used to (still might) do a lot of communication through the school. If your child
wasn't at VM schools or you didn't have one there is a good chance you missed events.
Weekend/evening story times. Scannable library cards.

Not sure

There was someone working at the library last spring that seemed so unhappy and
frustrated. She didn't seem to want to be there. I've been coming in this fall and
whoever is working now seems so much nicer, happier, and has great customer service.
Finding new material to read.

The library needs to be modernized into more of a technology/community center with

books.



Take out the cameras and listening devices.

More room and more materials on hand.

Kids programs

Larger collection of books, more storytimes/activities for kids

Mostly through space and facility updates and the rest will follow.

Be open more hours.

More publicity

More programs! Better hours.

Currently it meets my needs

More programs.

More books, study rooms

Would be nice if city facilities would use the library instead of see them as a burden.
Library can assist with programming and education for city depts, such as advanced
lifesaving classes, finance, budgeting.

More classes/ sessions at night and weekends. More activities for kids.

More space, bigger budget

Maybe some extra space. It is a great place just slightly cramped.

More room would be wonderful. | also think we can do more for storytime by adding in
musical instruments and more songs/dancing.

More space

More space, more books, more room for programs.

Better hours of operation.



How does the library benefit

you or the community?

Open-Ended Response

The ability to provide my family with recourses within the library. Meeting facilities as
well as educational material.

It provides a service and space for education and learning, outside of school. A place for
parents and kids to be able to read or check out books, and have access to a world of
information they may not otherwise have access to at home.

It's a central community gathering place! A great place to share the love of learning
with my children.

It's a place to gather, to learn, to read

It is a convenient way to get information

Alibrary is a sign of a healthy thriving town. Ideally it can be a meeting place and serve
as a place where the towns history can be preserved.

Having access to materials my family wouldn't normally have access to

Gives adults access to computers/wifi and kids a place to explore. For a growing town a
library is essential to presenting the community's priority of knowledge.

Helps with kids being able to read and hang out

The library is a key element to our community. | hope Van Meter continues to become a
great area for families to do things and having a strong library is key.

Free libraries are America!

Very little right now, but more if modernized.

It gives my children a place to go and have fun without it costing a lot of money.

Place of knowledge, meeting place, fun atmosphere, kids are welcome & respected.

It is an equal resource accessible to any who care to take advantage regardless of
income and provides great learning and entertainment resources for those looking.

Great programs for kids



A place to gather and, for the children of the community feel safe and have a place to
go.

Provides books and services to people who might not have it.

Great resource

The library is important to my family because it encourages my children to read which
exposes them to new and diverse ideas.

My kids enjoy story time, renting movies, playing on the playground

Community gathering place, knowledge, youth support and growth

It should be a meeting place for all ages. It should be an outreach to our community for
whatever the needs are for reading, knowledge, history, learning and drawing our
community together.

Provides books.

Access to materials and programming

It gives us a place to wonder off to where the kids are excited to go.

Literacy is one of the greatest things that we can teach our children. It will have the
biggest impact on their lives. | feel like the library is the heart of the community- and our
has some serious congestive heart failure going on. We need a revitalization if we want
to be a thriving growing town, not just a collection of houses. Size also isn’t 100%- it’s
funding. De Soto library is a prime example of that.

It is a safe fun place to take my child, he loves activities - and crafts and reading. It
benefits the community by being a good place for kids to spend time. It also helps with
learning and projects

Literacy programs to support reading.

It is SUPPOSED to be there for the town to enjoy.



